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Factors to consider when deciding whether to presume the presence of lead-based paint and/or hazards include:

The probability of lead-based paint:

· Older buildings, especially those built before 1950, are more likely to have lead-based paint.

· Properties in poor condition are likely to have conditions that may be hazards if lead-based paint is present.

· Contact the health department and local risk assessors.  They usually can offer rough estimates of the probability of lead paint in kitchens and baths, on exteriors, and on painted floors and interior trim.

· Carry a packet of lead checks to get a rough idea of leaded surfaces during an initial inspection.

What is the cost differential between the additional expense standard treatments (above the cost of interim controls that address lead-based paint hazards) and the cost of a risk assessment?

· For a very small job, such as repainting one room or re-hanging a door, it may cost little to use safe work practices and a lot more for an evaluation.

· For a large job, there could be significant costs to performing standard treatments to lots of surfaces that don’t contain lead-based paint; therefore, an evaluation usually saves money.

· It is unwise to assume on abatement jobs. 

